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INSIDE  N.l. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

December  1980  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1981,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

(MT  = Mail  Trader) 

1645  James  D.  Haley,  P.  0.  Box  718,  Bethlehem,  N.H.  03475 
(Foreign) 

1646-MT  Gerald  W.  Lefebvre,  151  Lafayette  St.  , Chicopee,  Mass.  01020 
(Low  Mintage,  Proof  & Unc . Silver  Modern  World  Coins) 

1647  Donald  R.  Zauche  , 63  Ridge  Road,  Westminster  , Md.  21157 
(German  & Austrian  Talers  1500-1700) 

1648- MT  Stanley  J.  Klemanowicz  , I.  M.  Pei  & Partners,  1950  One  Dallas 
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DONATIONS  REPORT  : We  wish  to  acknowledge 

received  since  the  last  report : 


Name 


Donation  and 
Stated  Purpose 
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ABART , Rolland  L. 
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ASCHER,  Gary  G. 
BENSON,  William  E. 
BERTOLINI , Ernest  E. 
BLACKBURN,  Charles  H. 
BOESHAAR,  David  F. 
BREKKE , B.  F. 

BUNN,  Joseph  F. 


$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$1.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$20.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


the  following  donations 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
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DONATIONS  REPORT  (Continued) 


Name 

CORNELL,  Shane 
DAVENPORT,  John  F. 
DITTRICH,  Thomas  C. 
EBERT , E.  D. 

EDWARDS,  Kary  T. 
GABRISCH,  Dr.  Karl 
GERMAN,  Bill 
HEATON,  Charles 
HARTOG,  J.  P. 

KING,  E.  D. 

KLECKNER,  Donald  S. 
KOONTZ  , L.  Donald 
KRANEVELD,  Peter 
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LOCH  , Robert 
LORAH,  James 
MAJOR,  Walter  H. 

MARK,  Bill 
MIKESKA,  Jurgen 
MUROFF,  John  M. 

NYGREN,  Raymond  A. 
OLDHAM,  Wayland 
PANISH,  Charles  K. 
RICE,  Herbert  D. 
ROCKWELL,  Thomas  P. 
ROSE  , Craig 
SNELL,  Lester  D. 
TANNOUS  , Paul  J. 

TOLL,  Edward 
VERKET,  Harry  I. 
WAICHULAITIS  , Paul  L. 
WEITZEL , L.  R. 

WEST , Kenneth  W. 
WILKEN,  C.  R.,  Jr. 
WILLIAMS  , Myrle 
YARBOROUGH,  Thomas  H. 

(NVS  = No  Value  Stated 


Donation  and 
Stated  Purpose 

$10.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
15  coins  (NVS) 
$1.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$20.10  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$1.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$6.20  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$25.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
V.  $5.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 

by  Donor) 


Preference  of  Use 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library.  With  the  exception  of  titles  preceded  by  the  let- 
ters "ne"  (representing  different  editions  of  books  already  on  the 
shelves)  all  other  entries  shown  are  new  to  our  collection. 


Darrell  J.  Doll 

LESLIE,  ELWIN  C.  Chilean  Nitrate  Mine  and  Related  Tokens.  Pub. 
1980  , 46pp  , illus. 
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Serge  Pelletier 


PELLETIER,  SERGE.  The  1980  Charlton  Canadian  Trade  Dollar  Guide. 

1st  Ed.  Pub.  1980,  251pp,  illus. 

Randolph  Zander 

Die  Walt  der  Munzen  historical  numismatic  series  printed  in  Switzer- 
land during  the  period  1972-78  by  Ernest  Battenberg  of  Munich.  Each 
book  authored  by  a leading  authority  in  the  specific  field.  Out- 
standingly illustrated.  All  in  German  text. 

Vol.  I.  JENKINS,  G.  K.  and  KUTHMANN , HARALD.  Munzen  de  Grieohen. 
Pub.  1972,  330pp,  illus. 

Vol.  II.  SUTHERLAND,  C.  H.  V.  Munzen  des  Romer.  Pub.  1974, 

311pp,  illus. 

Vol.  III.  WHITTING,  P.  D.  Munzen  von  Byzanz.  Pub.  1972,  319pp, 
illus . 

Vol.  IV.  GRIERSON,  PHILIP.  Munzen  des  Mittelalters . Pub.  1976, 
324pp  , illus. 

Vol.  V.  CLAIN-STEFANELLI , ELVIRA  E.  and  VLADIMIR,  Munzen  der 
Neuzeit.  Pub.  1978,  326pp , illus. 

Vol.  VI.  RITTMANN,  HERBERT.  Modeme  Munzen.  Pub.  1974,  345pp, 
illus. 

WAGNER,  ROBERT.  Die  khaizen.  der  Wurzburger  Bisohofe  ab  1495-1802. 

Pub.  1977,  85pp,  not  illus. 

DOWLE  , ANTHONY  & FINN,  PATRICK.  The  Guide  Book  to  the  Coinage  of 
Ireland.  From  995  AD  to  the  Present  Day.  Pub.  1967,  122pp,  illus. 

ne  SOMOD , JORGEN.  Danmrks  Monter  fra  Middelalder  til  Nutid 3 Sarnt  Norges 
Mcnter  1481-1812.  Pub.  1977,  109pp,  illus. 

KIERSNOWSKI , RYSZARD.  Pieniadz  Kruszcouy  w Polsce  Wczensnosrednio- 
wiencznej . Pub.  1960,  533pp,  not  illus. 

BOTHAM,  A.  W.  Catalogue  of  the  Provincial  Coin  Cabinet  Assam. 

Pub.  1930,  2nd  ed. , 577pp,  w/plates. 

MUSEO  GAETANO  FILANGIERI , NAPOLI.  La  Monetazione  Napoletana  da 
Carolo  a Prancesco  II  di  Borbone  (1724-1860) . Pub.  1975,  180pp, 
illus . 

MUSEO  GAETANO  FILANGIERI,  NAPOLI.  On  Secolo  di  Grande  arte  nella 
Monetazione  di  Napoli  (1442-1556) . Pub.  1973,  177pp,  illus. 

CIRCOLO  NUMISMATICO  TORINESE.  Mostra  di  llonete  Sabaude  del  Museo 
Civico  di  Torino  Collezione  Ettor  Mentore  Pozzi.  Pub.  1954, 
lllpp,  illus. 

NATIONALMUSEF.TS  VEJLEDNINGER . Monter  og  Medailler.  Middelalder 
og  Nyere  Tid.  Pub.  1941,  Copenhagen.  96pp,  illus.  Danish 
medieval  and  modern  coins  and  medals. 

HAUBERG,  P.  Atlas  over  Danmarks  Monter  ca  870-1241.  Pub.  1965, 

4pp,  w/19  plates. 

NOE,  SYDNEY  P.  Index  by  Author  and  Subject  to  the  American  Journal 
of  Numismatics.  Volumes  1-50  (1868-1916)  and  to  the  Proceedings 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Pub.  1918,  48pp , not  illus. 
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LOPEZ-CHAVES,  LEOPOLDO  Y SANCHEZ  and  YRIARTE,  JOSE  D.  Y OLIVA. 
Catalogo  d Las  Onzas  d America  Independiete . Pub.  1962,  88pp , 
illus . 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  Library  would  also  like  to  thank  Ran 
Zander,  W.  A.  Haskell,  Darrell  J.  Doll,  and  Lauren  Benson  for  their 
donations  of  catalogs,  magazines  and  other  related  numismatic  material 
to  our  shelves. 

III.  The  following  book  was  loaned  out  and  never  returned.  Please 
delete  it  from  your  records.  METCALF,  D.  M.  The  Reformed  Tollies  of 
Thephilus.  Their  styles  and  localization.  Pub.  1968,  (reprint  from 
ANS  Museum  Notes  14)  32pp , w/plates. 

IV.  Your  Librarian  is  pleased  to  report  that  we  have  had  three  re- 
sponses to  our  request  for  a sub-librarian  for  the  catalog  collection. 
Donald  Mead  of  Wichita,  Kansas  has  agreed  to  accept  the  responsibility 
for  this  important  section  of  our  Library  and  the  NI  Board  of  Governors 
have  approved  the  transfer.  As  soon  as  arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted for  the  shipment  we  will  notify  the  membership  so  that  donations 
of  catalogs  and  price  lists,  as  well  as  requests  for  information,  can 
be  sent  to  Donald  Mead  direct.  There  will  be  more  about  this  new 
Library  annex  in  a later  report.  I would  like  to  thank  members  William 
Mock  and  Don  Robertson  for  also  offering  to  take  the  material.  Help 
such  as  this  is  greatly  appreciated. 

V.  This  ends  my  fourth  full  year  as  your  Librarian  and  again  it  ends 
on  a very  pleasant  note.  We  continue  to  grow  and  we  continue  to  be 
used  and  no  librarian  could  ask  for  anything  less.  Thank  you  all  and 
best  wishes  for  the  New  Year. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse , Jr.  NI  Librarian 
***** 


NI  SYMBOLS 


The  NI  Board  of  Governors  is  particularly  appreciative  of  the  NI  Sym- 
bols ideas  and  designs  submitted  by  the  following  members: 


Theo  H.  Teunissen  van  Assendelft  Wm.  E.  Mullan,  Jr. 


David  G.  Briggs 
0.  D.  Cresswell 
Dolores  H.  Davis 
Norman  E.  Huhn 
Jean  Claude  Jetzer 
Philip  L.  Lawrence 


Thomas  Ott 
Ross  Schraeder 
Scott  Semans 
David  S.  Smith 
Wm.  B.  Thompson 


The  final  selection  of  an  NI  logo  has  been  temporarily  postponed,  not 
for  the  lack  of  good  ideas  and  designs,  but  because  the  Board  of 
Governors  decided  to  strike  a N.I.C.E.  1980  medal. 

All  members  are  invited  to  continue  submission  of  NI  Symbols  ideas, 
designs  and  descriptions.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  sub- 
missions which  may  be  made  and  there  should  be  no  concern  about  the 
degree  to  professionalism  of  sketches,  etc.  submitted. 
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The  above  drawings  show  the  design  of  the  N.I.C.E.  1980  Medal.  It  is 
struck  in  antique  finished  bronze,  12  gauge,  1.5  inches  in  diameter. 

The  medals  are  available  to  members  for  $5.00  each  in  the  United  States 
and  for  $5.50  each  outside  the  United  States,  including  handling  and 
postage . 


LCdr.  C.  C.  Andrews  , USN  (Ret) 
NI  Symbols  Committee  Chairman 


*************************************************£******★*******★***** 


COUNTERFEITS  THAT  ARE  NOT  COUNTERFEIT! 


Reprinted  from  Augusta  & Alfred  Szego’s  THIRTEENTH  BULLETIN  FOR  1980 

During  the  period  between  1200-1800AD  we  note  that  many  cities,  Italian, 
Dutch  and  French,  imitated  each  others  coinage.  Very  similar  designs 
and  even  legends  were  used.  The  intent  was  not  to  defraud  though  a few 
crafty  rulers  did  not  hesitate  to  debase  their  imitations. 


To  better  understand  the  situation  at  the  time,  the  tradesman's 
problems  should  be  surveyed.  He  had  to  deal  with  many  different  kinds 
of  coins  in  different  metals.  No  doubt  all  but  a few  very  well  known 
coins  were  heavily  discounted. 


The  most  accepted  coins,  such  as  the  small  silver  of  Genoa,  Venice, 
Milan,  Vienna,  France  and  Great  Britain  were  the  models  for  vast  num- 
bers of  look  alikes.  These  imitations  merely  attested  to  a prescribed 
weight  and  purity  equal  to  the  original.  Just  imagine  the  risks  every 
merchant  underwent  with  each  transaction.  Every  coin  had  to  be  exam- 
ined closely,  every  legend  had  to  be  read  and  how  many  could  read? 
These  legends  were  almost  invariably  in  Latin  and  paradoxically  only 
the  clergy,  a few  scholars  and  some  (not  all!)  of  the  nobility  could 
understand  them. 


Possibly,  merchants  kept  comparison  charts  to  help  read  their  coins. 
Today,  these  imitations  often  command  much  higher  prices  than  their 
original  progenitors. 
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HITLER  MEDAL  REPRODUCTIONS 


by  Darvell  J.  Doll  3 Eessental 3 West  Germany 3 NI  #1487 


Although  I originally  planned  for  this  article  to  be  near  the  end  of 
my  series  on  Hitler  Portrait  Medals  , I find  that  I cannot  wait  any 
longer  because  of  the  importance  of  this  subject.  I am  alarmed  at 
the  number  of  fake  portrait  pieces  appearing  on  the  numismatic  scene, 
but  luckily  they  are  confined  to  just  a few  types  or  at  least  these 
are  the  only  ones  known  to  me . 

What  I have  done  here  is  to  give  the  collector  a basic  guide  to  the 
reproductions  of  the  Hitler  portrait  medals  that  I have  come  across 
in  my  search  for  original  specimens.  I will  not  go  into  the  histor- 
ical aspect  of  the  medals  at  this  time,  but  I will  try  to  give  an 
accurate  comparison  of  an  original  and  a reproduced  medal.  For  the 
purpose  of  this  article,  the  original  medal  is  picture  on  the  left 
and  the  reproduced  medal  is  on  the  right.  I apologize  for  not  list- 
ing the  weights  nor  the  metallic  compositionss  but  I do  not  have  an 
accurate  means  of  determining  each.  An  estimated  metallic  composition 
is  listed  for  each  reproduction  and  the  original's  composition  is 
listed. 


Medal  #1  — The  Future  is  Ours 

The  original  of  this  medal  is  struck  in  silver  or  bronze  (gold  has 
been  reported,  but  I have  not  seen  one),  36mm  in  diamter  and  2mm 
thick.  As  with  most  struck  pieces,  the  details  are  generally  sharp. 
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The  rim  is  plain  except  for  the  rim  legend  of  the  state  mint  where 
it  was  struck,  either  Bavarian  or  Prussian.  Also  if  the  medal  is 
silver  the  fineness  is  also  given  as  either  .800  or  .900. 

The  reproduction  of  this  medal  appears  to  be  cast  in  an  alloy  of 
copper-nickel.  The  casting  is  of  poor  quality  with  the  details  not 
very  sharp.  The  surface  of  the  medal  tends  to  be  very  rough  caused 
by  the  escaping  air  bubbles.  There  is  no  rim  legend  and  the  medal 
has  a greenish  tinge  to  it. 


Medal  #2  — Honor  Hall  of  Bucholz 

This  medal  was  originally  struck  in  copper-nickel  with  a thin  plating 
of  silver.  It  is  36mm  in  diameter  and  2mm  thick.  Details  are  sharp 
and  the  rim  is  plain  with  no  rim  legend.  This  piece  was  designed  by 
0.  T.  whose  initials  are  found  at  the  base  of  Hitler's  shoulder. 

The  reproduction  is  poorly  done  casting  in  copper-nickel.  It  is  of 
the  same  diameter  as  the  original,  however,  the  details  are  not  sharp 
and  the  surface  is  rough.  On  the  obverse,  the  artist's  initials  can 
barely  be  seen  and  the  reverse  is  so  rough  and  pitted  the  house  looks 
like  it  has  suffered  bomb  damage.  The  rim  is  plain  with  no  legend. 

Medal  // 3 — Five  Years  of  Nazi  Rule  (illustrated  following  page). 

This  high  relief  medal  (4mm  thick)  was  struck  36mm  in  both  bronze  , 
shown  here,  and  in  silver.  Designed  by  F.  Beyer,  whose  signature 
appears  on  Hitler's  left  shoulder,  the  details  of  this  medal  are  ex- 
tremely sharp.  The  rim  is  plain  with  no  legend  on  the  bronze  and  the 
silver  lists  the  mint  and  silver  fineness. 

The  fake  is  cast  and  is  slightly  thicker  (5mm)  than  the  original  but 
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Medal  ft3  — Five  Years  of  Nazi  Rule 

is  the  same  diameter.  Made  of  copper-nickel  with  the  surface  only 
being  slightly  porous.  The  details  are  typical  of  a poorly  done 
casting  with  the  date  below  Hitler's  neck  unreadable  and  F.  Beyer's 
signature  totally  obliterated.  The  reverse  is  of  extremely  poor 
quality  with  the  date  29-9-1938  located  around  the  large  swastiki 
totally  missing. 


Please  note  that  there  are  two  types  of  this  medal.  A 1933  version 
has  the  Unser  Feuhrer  replaced  with  Reichskanzler  and  the  date  1938  , 
shown  here,  is  replaced  with  a tiny  swastika.  Make  sure  you  are  com- 
paring the  correct  medals  when  trying  to  determine  a reproduction. 


Obverse 

Medal  ft 4 — Berlin-Rome  Axis 
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Reverse 

Medal  M — Berlin-Rome  Axis 

The  original  of  this  medal  is  struck  36ram  in  diameter  and  is  5mm  thick. 
Beautifully  done  in  both  silver  and  in  bronze  by  KST  who  initials 
appear  under  Hitler's  neck.  There  is  no  rim  legend  and  the  rim  is 
plain . 

The  reproduction  is  one  of  the  better  ones  of  the  group.  Although 
cast  in  a copper-nickel  alloy,  the  details  are  almost  as  sharp  as  the 
original.  However,  the  rough  surface  and  the  lack  of  the  artist's 
initials  are  the  dead  giveaway.  The  only  problem  with  the  reverse  is 
the  details  are  not  quite  as  sharp  as  the  original  but  this  piece 
could  easily  fool  the  novice  collector. 


Medal  #5  — Adolf  Hitler 


The  original  of  this  medal  was  designed  by  Karl  Goetz  and  struck  36mm 
and  60mm.  It  is  listed  in  Gunter  Kienast's  book  on  Goetz  medals  as 
#578.  Unfortunately,  I do  not  have  a photo  of  an  original  but  the 
reproduction  is  shown  here.  I also  do  not  know  the  rim  legends  or 
the  metallic  contents  of  the  originals  but  one  can  safely  assume  that 
since  this  one  is  by  Goetz,  there  would  be  a rim  legend  depicting 
the  mint  where  struck  and  the  silver  fineness. 

The  reproduction,  pictured  here,  is  a poor  quality  casting  of  zinc- 
like pot  metal.  It  is  extremely  rough  and  Goetz's  signature  at  Hit- 
ler's neck  is  barely  legible  at  all.  Of  course  there  is  no  rim  legend. 


I hope  this  short  guide  will  be  of  some  help  to  the  collectors  of 
Hitler  portrait  medals.  I collect  both  fakes  and  originals  and  have 
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purchased  both  here  in  Germany  and  in  the  U.S.  Of  course  this  is  not 
the  final  word  on  Hitler  medal  reproductions  and  I would  appreciate 
any  information  that  anyone  may  have,  be  it  originals  or  reproductions 

********************************************************************** 


THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  WARSHIP  WASA 
by  Robert  W.  Case,  Buffalo , New  York,  NI  # 134 
(Reprinted  from  the  February  1968  NI  BULLETIN) 

In  1961  the  Swedish  warship  WASA  was  raised  from  the  bottom  of  the 
Stockholm  harbor.  This  wreck  was  discovered  in  1956  and  is  the  old- 
est gunboat  ever  to  be  salvaged  in  such  excellent  condition.  The 
warship  WASA  was  built  in  1625  and  was  sunk  on  her  maiden  voyage  in 
1628  ...  why,  no  one  knows.  Of  most  interest  to  numismatists  , how- 
ever, is  the  virtual  treasure  hoard  of  coins  that  have  been  unearthed 
to  date.  This,  then,  is  the  story  of  those  coins  which,  incidentally, 
are  on  display  at  the  WASA  Museum,  scene  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
warship . 

4,000  plus  coins  have  been  unearthed  to  date  from  the  wreck,  and  it 
reveals  an  important  part  of  the  history  of  Swedish  coinage,  the 
beginning  of  the  minting  of  copper  coin  in  1624  , and  the  suspension 
of  all  silver  coinage  in  1627  through  the  period  1632. 

Almost  all  the  coinage  (98%)  of  the  WASA  were  made  of  copper,  the 
other  (2%)  were  silver.  The  dating  of  the  71  silver  coins  found  so 
far  are  from  the  period  1557-1624.  Apparently  Sweden  at  this  time 
was  undergoing  a rapid  financial  deterioration,  as  some  coins,  such 
as  the  8 ire  of  1591,  although  supposedly  issued  in  "silver",  was 
actually  almost  pure  copper.  The  coinage  at  the  end  of  Johan  III 
had  a minimum  percentage  of  silver,  and  was  given  a whitish  silver 
appearance  with  a sulfuric  acid  treatment. 

From  1624-1627,  the  copper  coins  were  "klippings"  (klipping  = to  cut) 
which  were  square  coins  individually  stamped  by  hand  out  of  a copper 
strip.  Eventually  these  "klippings"  were  abandoned  as  many  people 
began  cutting  away  parts  of  the  coins  and  collecting  the  copper  for 
their  own  use.  Round  copper  coins  were  produced  1627  to  date. 

Of  the  silver  coins  unearthed,  3 were  8 ^re  ; 1 a 2 ^re  piece;  66  1 
ire  pieces  ; and  one  piece  of  1/2  ire.  The  copper  coins  were  as 
follows  : 196  - 2 ^re  (no  round  ones)  ; 3435  - 1 <J>re\  441  - 1/2  ^re  ; 

10  - 1/4  ^re  ; and  2 round  unidentifiable  pieces. 

The  wreck  itself  is  very  impressive,  and  a very  worthwhile  "must"  if 
you  ever  get  to  Stockholm.  The  Swedes  have  been  working  on  this 
steadily  for  the  past  six  years  , and  they  expect  that  it  will  take 
another  10  years  of  treating  the  wood  so  it  will  not  fall  apart,  and 
another  30  to  40  years  to  completely  reconstruct  the  ship.  It  is 
impossible  to  purchase  any  genuine  souvenirs  of  this  warship,  although 
you  can  buy  enlarged  facsimiles  of  the  square  klipping  coins  for  use 
as  paperweights. 
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A MOGHUL  GARDEN  OF  VERSE 


by  David  G.  Briggs,  Meredith , New  Hampshire,  NI  # 1444 

The  lyrical  legends  on  many  of  the  coins  of  the  Moghul  Emperors  of 
India  have  a fascination  for  most  collectors  and  students  of  the  cur- 
rencies of  the  subcontinent.  The  inscriptions  are  often  in  metric 
verse  and  although  they  lose  much  in  translation,  they  are  still  color- 
ful, imaginative  and  occasionally  grandiloguent . 

They  were  composed  with  care,  sometimes  by  the  Emperor  himself,  some- 
times by  a minister  or  a court  poet  commissioned  for  what  was  consid- 
ered an  important  message  expressing  sovereignty  and  other  magisterial 
attributes . 

"Money  coined  in  Kashmir  was  made  world-conquering 
By  the  light  of  the  name  of  Jahangir  Shah,  (son  of)  Shah  Akbar." 

Such  a couplet  tells  where  the  coin  was  struck  and  in  whose  reign  in 
an  impressively  imperious  fashion.  Or  consider  the  gentler  sentiments 
expressed  by  these  coin  legends  : 

"By  order  of  Shah  Jahangir,  money  gained  a hundred  beauties 
From  the  name  of  Nurjahan,  his  queen." 


Portrait  of  Moghul  Emperor  Jahangir  and  his  wife,  Nur  Jahan,  whose 
name  on  his  coins,  he  said,  embellised  them  with  "a  hundred  beauties" . 

"Shah  Aurangzeb  'Alamgir  struck  coin  in  the  world  like  the 
shining  moon." 

"May  the  coin  of  Lahore  in  the  name  of  Shah  Jahangir  be  current 
in  the  world  as  long  as  the  heavens  revolve." 

369 


"The  sun-stamp  of  Akbar  is  the  honor  of  this  gold, 

So  long  as  the  light  of  the  sun  remains  an  ornament  to  the 
earth  and  sky." 

"In  (the  month  of)  Farwardin  the  gold  of  Lahore  became  an  object 
of  envy  to  the  shining  moon. 

By  the  light  of  Shah  Jahangir,  son  of  Shah  Akbar." 

"Struck  coin  on  silver  and  gold  by  grace  of  the  Truth  , 

Monarch  of  sea  and  land,  Farrukhsiyar . " 

"Struck  coin  in  India  with  thousands  of  blessings, 

King  of  kings  of  the  horizons,  Rafi ' u-d-darjat . " 

"Struck  coin  in  the  world  through  grace  of  the  Bountiful  One, 

King  of  kings,  Muhammad  Ibrahim." 

Such  reverential  deference  as  this  is  unusual  and  modesty  was  rarely 
found  in  these  brief  compositons;  vanity  and  hyperbole  befitting  East- 
ern absolutism  were  more  the  rule.  And  on  one  of  his  coins,  Jahangir 
gave  an  exalted  nudge  to  Divinty  itself.  On  the  gold  coin  on  which  he 
defied  one  of  the  fundamental  tenets  of  Islam  by  picturing  the  human 
form  (his  own)  , he  depicted  himself  enthroned,  crowned  by  a halo  and 
holding  a goblet  of  forbidden  wine.  The  obverse  couplet  absolved  him 
of  these  transgressions  by  blaming  fate: 

"Destiny  has  pictured  on  coin  of  gold 
The  likeness  of  His  Majesty  King  Jahangir." 


But  lest  there  be  any  doubt  about  his  lordly  conceit  , the  couplet  on 
the  reverse  of  the  coin  proclaimed: 

"The  letters  in  the  names  of  Jahangir  and  of  the  supreme  God 
From  the  first  day  to  the  last  are  equal  in  value." 

The  Emperor's  ego  was  cultivated  by  the  titles  he  adopted.  Akbar, 
for  example,  liked  to  style  himself  "Defender  of  the  World  and  the 
Faith"  and  "Fighter  of  Infidels"  and  many  of  his  successors  used  the 
same  terms.  Jahangir  saw  himself  as  "the  Refuge  of  the  World",  "the 
Supreme  Sovereign  of  the  Age"  and  "the  Asylum  of  the  Faith".  Siinil 
arly  , the  emperors  bestowed  encomiums  on  the  mint  cities  worthy  enough 
to  strike  their  coins.  The  town  of  Akbarnagar  was  called  "the  Court 
of  the  King  of  Heaven".  Burhanpur  was  termed  "the  Sumptous  Town"  or 


The  gold  coin  on  which  "destiny"  portrayed  the  Emperor 
Jahangir  with  a halo  and  a cup  of  wine  — violations 
of  tenets  of  Islam  which  shocked  the  orthodox  Muslims 
of  his  day. 
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"The  Abode  of  Delight".  Aurangabad  became  the  city  "of  auspicious 
foundation"  and  Jodhpur  the  "Abode  of  Victory". 

As  was  frequently  the  case  with  pretenders  who  struck  coins  elsewhere 
in  the  world,  the  coin  legends  were  used  in  the  Moghul  Empire  with  no 
little  braggadocio  to  proclaim  a dubious  sovereignty.  For  example, 
when  Aurangzeb  died  in  1707,  a struggle  ensued  among  his  three  sons, 
and  in  the  period  when  succession  was  in  doubt,  one  of  the  eventual 
losers,  A'zam  Shah,  issued  a rare  coin  from  Surat  bearing  this  bold 
couplet : 

"Struck  coin  in  the  world  with  might  and  majesty  , 

Lord  of  the  Realms,  A'zam  Shah." 

His  equally  unsuccessful  brother,  Kam  Bakhsh , stated  on  his  coin 
issued  from  Bijapur: 

"Struck  coin  in  the  Deccan  on  the  sun  and  moon  (i.e.,  gold  and 
silver) , 

Emperor  Kam  Bakhsh,  Asylum  of  the  Faith." 

The  winning  brother  was  Mu'azzam  Shah,  who  adopted  the  imperial  name 
Shah  Alam  Bahadur,  but  his  coin  from  the  Tatta  mint  in  that  same  early 
period  of  doubt  (1707)  about  the  outcome  of  the  fraternal  struggle 
used  a most  interesting  couplet: 

"Struck  auspicious  coin  in  the  Seven  Climes  on  the  sun  and  moon, 
The  second  Shah  Jahan,  the  Emperor,  Sultan  Mu'azzam." 

This  reference  to  "the  Seven  Climes"  ( Haft  Kishwar)  appears  in  the 
metrical  legends  of  a number  of  the  Moghul  Emperors.  One  of  the 
earliest  was  Jahangir  on  a rupee  of  Ahraadabad  dated  A.H.  1027  (1618 
A.D. ) : 


"In  the  Seven  Climes  forever  may  this  gold  be  current 
Through  the  decoration  of  the  name  of  Jahangir,  Emperor  of  the 
World." 

'Alamgir  II  issued  a rupee  in  1756  from  Delhi  stating: 

"Struck  coin  in  the  Seven  Climes  like  the  shining  sun  and  moon  , 
King  'Azizu-d-din  'Alamgir,  Defender  of  the  Faith." 

Shah  'Alam  II  made  the  reference  on  a gold  mohar  of  the  Ahmadabad 
mint  in  1787  (and  on  many  other  issues  of  other  mints  as  well)  : 

"Struck  coin  in  the  Seven  Climes  , the  Shadow  of  the  Divin  Favor, 
The  Defender  of  the  Faith  of  Mohammad,  the  Emperor  Shah  'Alam." 

The  question  arises:  What  and  where  exactly  were  those  "Seven  Climes" 

to  which  the  Moghul  Emperors  lay  claim?  Was  this  a specific  reference 
to  actual  geographic  locations  in  India?  Was  it  possibly  a poetic 
generality  akin  to  our  sailing  "the  Seven  Seas"?  Or  could  it  actually 
be  a climatological  zone  reference,  as  from  north  to  south  latitudes: 
arctic,  temperate,  tropical,  equatorial,  tropical,  temperate  and 
antarctic  — Seven  Climates? 


A search  of  several  years  for  an  explanation  of  this  phrase  has  turned 
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up  only  one  attempted  definition  in  print  — in  the  Itysore  Gazeteer 3 
Vol.  II  , Part  I,  edited  by  C.  Hayavadana  Rao,  and  published  in  1930 
by  the  Mysore  Government  Press  in  Bangalore.  Chapter  IV  dealing  with 
Numismatics  , was  written  by  the  editor,  then  a Fellow  of  the  University 
of  Mysore,  and  on  page  111,  he  quotes  the  obverse  legend  of  a rupee 
issued  in  the  name  of  Shah  'Alam  ending  with  the  phrase  "to  be  current 
throughout  the  seven  climates".  He  adds: 

"As  regards  the  phrase  'seven  climates'.  Moor  says: — 'When 
Timur  (Tamerlane)  , establishing  his  throne  in  India,  overcame  the 
kings  of  Kashmir,  Bengal,  Deccan,  Gujarat,  Lahore,  Poorab  and  Pais- 
hoor , he  united  the  kingdoms,  and  called  himself  conqueror  and  sover- 
eign of  the  seven  climates  or  countries;  which  title  has  been  retained 
by  his  successors.'"  1 

This  theory  relates  the  "Seven  Climes"  to  specific  areas  of  the  sub- 
continent, all  readily  identifiable  except  possibly  the  last  two. 

There  is  not  much  doubt  that  "Paishoor"  is  a transliteration  of  the 
Persian  script  for  Peshawar  and  probably  was  meant  to  indicate  the 
western  area  beyond  the  Punjab  , roughly  between  Lahore  and  Kabul. 

For  "Poorab",  however,  there  is  some  doubt.  One  school  of  thought  in 
India  believes  that  this  refers  to  the  area  east  and  southeast  of 
Lucknow  known  in  Persian  as  Sharqia,  the  kingdom  centered  at  Jaunpur 
in  which  the  Sharqi  dynasty  achieved  independence  from  the  Delhi 
Sultanate  from  1394  to  1476.  2 

The  eminent  Indian  numismatist,  Dr.  P.  L.  Gupta,  informs  me,  however, 
that  "poorab"  means  "east"  and  is  a slang  term  used  by  villagers  in 
Uttar  Pradesh  and  Bihar  to  refer  to  Bengal  and  Assam.  He  believes 
Moor  may  have  used  it  to  refer  to  Assam. 

As  for  the  "Seven  Climes",  Dr.  Gupta  holds  to  a more  general  interpret- 
ation. To  my  query  about  it,  he  replied:  "I  am  inclined  to  say  that 
Moor  has  fancied  the  idea  of  seven  provinces  without  any  truth.  Had 
it  meant  seven  provinces,  the  phrase  would  have  been  used  by  the  early 


1 - The  Gazeteer  editor  does  not  identify  Moor  or  the  work  he  quotes. 

A book  by  an  English  writer  named  Moor  in  Mysore,  which  apparently 
deals  with  coins  in  some  detail,  is  A Narrative  of  the  Operations 
of  Captain  Little's  Detachment  (against  Tipu  Sultan  of  Mysore)  , 
1794,  and  this  may  be  the  source  of  the  above  definition  of  the 
"seven  climates".  Moor's  book  is  mentioned  (pp.  12,  23,  26,  etc.) 
in  the  Catalogue  of  Mysore  Coins  in  the  Collection  of  the  Govern- 
ment Museum^  Bangalore  by  Capt.  R.  H.  Campbell  Tufnell,  Madras, 
1889,  and  by  J.  R.  Henderson  in  the  Indian  Museum  Catalogue , Vol. 
IV  , pp . 68  and  70  . 

2 - There  is  an  ancient  belief  in  India,  described  by  Sir  Syed  Ahmed 

Khan  in  Asar-us-Sanadid , that  a fifth  generation  descendant  of 
Ham,  Noah's  son,  a man  named  Hiduram  or  Hind,  migrated  across 
Asia  and  entered  India  from  Tibet  through  the  Brahmaputra  valley 
into  Assam.  He  is  said  to  have  had  four  sons  named  Poorab,  Bang, 
Dakkhin  and  Neharawl.  Poorab  settled  near  Ajodhya  (in  Sanskrit  = 
Ayodhya)  , an  ancient  city,  capital  of  the  Koshal  a kingdom  and  a 
great  Buddhist  center,  near  Faizabad  , some  75  miles  east  of  Luck- 
now. There  is  still  to  this  day  a village  about  20  miles  south- 
west of  Faizabad  called  Poorab. 
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Mughal  rulers,  who  were  the  real  successors  of  Timur  and  not  by  the 
later  Mughals  who  had  the  dwindling  Mughal  empire.  Seven  climes  does 
not  mean  seven  provinces  of  India.  It  is  a general  phrase  meaning  the 
universe.  As  such  I do  not  see  anything  geographical  in  it." 

Timur  was  a gifted  coiner  of  phrases  and  one  of  the  titles  he  adopted 
with  the  universe  (and  astrological  connotations)  in  mind  was  Sahib-i- 
qivan  or  "Lord  of  the  Fortunate  (planetary)  Conjunctions".  The  Moghul 
emperor  Shah  Jahan  later  picked  up  this  one  for  his  coins  , calling 
himself  Sahib-i-qivan  sani  or  "The  Second  Lord  of  the  Fortunate  Con- 
junctions" and  some  eight  of  his  successors  on  the  throne  of  Delhi 
followed  the  same  example. 

In  such  titles  , in  the  honorific  epithets  for  the  mint  cities , and  in 
their  poetic  phrases  and  couplets , the  Sultans  of  the  Moghul  Empire 
gave  a special  fascination,  even  a touch  of  Eastern  romance,  to  their 
gold  and  silver  coins. 

********************************************************************** 
EXCERPT  FROM  A LETTER  BY  JOHN  B.  TRIBLE,  M.D. 


(Reprinted  from  the  August  1968  NI  BULLETIN) 

"Recently  while  browsing  through  a small  math  dictionary,  I chanced 
upon  the  word  solidus  for  /,  the  oblique  stroke  or  slash  which  is  used 
about  as  often  as  a horizontal  bar  for  writing  fractions  , and  this 
oblique  stroke  was  said  to  be  derived  from  an  elongated  letter  S. 

"I  don't  know  how  I lived  so  long  without  noticing  the  technical  name 
for  this  common  mark  , but  it  was  all  news  to  me  and  it  all  fits  in 
neatly  with  scattered  bits  of  information,  dimly  remembered  from  various 
numismatic  sources  , to  the  effect  that  the  British  habit  of  writing 
values  in  pounds,  shillings  and  pence  as  £3  2/6  or  £3  2s.  6d.  went  back 
to  medieval  money  of  account  which  was  based  in  turn  on  some  surviving 
ancient  Roman  and  Eastern  Roman  monetary  values  which  were,  of  course, 
depreciating  steadily  from  one  great  society  to  the  next.  The  dis- 
tinctive £ for  pounds  sterling  came  from  Latin  Libra  and  must  have 
once  meant  an  actual  pound  of  silver  — perhaps  you  know  what  histor- 
ical period  this  might  have  been  so,  but  I don't  know  and  I still  ir- 
ritate an  occasional  coin  dealer  by  asking  him  if  he  knows.  The  shill- 
ing seems  to  have  been  sired  by  the  solidus,  a Byzantine  gold  coin 
which  came  to  be  commonly  called  a bezant  (and  in  heraldry  some  coats- 
of-arms  show  a small  golden  circle,  or  several  - this  "Roundel  Or"  was 
usually  blazoned  as  a Bezant).  Apparently,  the  S abbreviation  for  the 
solidus  coin  elongated  somewhere  along  the  line  into  the  shilling's 
abbreviation  mark  of  / which  is  still  called  a solidus.  The  silver 
Roman  denarius  was  ancestral  to  the  silver  penny  and  ultimately  to 
bronze  and  copper  pennies  which,  despite  their  debased  metal  and  new 
names  beginning  with  another  letter,  continued  to  use  d.  for  their  ab- 
breviation. Of  course,  the  name  denarius  was  also  memorialized  in  a 
variety  of  other  languages  as  dinar,  denier,  etc.  for  more  recent  coins 
in  countries  briefly  about  the  Mediterranean.  Medieval  money  of  ac- 
count reckoned  the  solidus  as  twelve  denarii  just  as  later  Britons 
figured  twelve  pence  to  the  shilling. 

(Continued  on  page  377) 


373 


Precursor  of  the 
Reformation 

by  W.  A.  Haskell 3 Itecrxzell/Pfaff envoi , West  Germany 3 NI  #LM-15 

Johannes  Hus  von  Husinetz  (b.  ca.  1374,  d.  1415),  or  as  he  was  other- 
wise known,  John  Hus  , Bohemian  religious  reformer  and  founder  of  the 
Hussite  religious  and  nationalist  movement  in  Czechoslovakia  was  an 
eminent  member  of  the  Bohemian  clergy,  hostile  to  German  influence 
and  Rector  of  the  University  of  Prague.  During  the  trying  times  of 
the  early  15th  century  he  became  the  most  important  religious  reform- 
er of  the  period  and  forerunner  of  the  Lutheran  Reformation  which 
followed . 

Early  in  the  15th  century  religious  stability  was  upset  by  conflict- 
ing claims  to  the  papacy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  Constance 
(Konstanz) , Germany  (pop.  50,000)  became  the  center  of  the  Christian 
world.  Sigismund,  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  many  other  princes  and 
bishops  came  with  their  retinue  to  stay  in  Constance  because  of  its 
strategic  location,  charming  setting  and  salubrious  climate.  It  is 
located  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Constance  (Bodensee)  overlooking  this 
true  inland  sea  of  208  square  miles  with  a maximum  depth  of  252  meters 
(827  ft.)  which  moderates  the  local  climate.  However,  oddly,  it  does 
not  ensure  warm  winters,  as  it  has  frozen  over  some  thirty  times 
since  the  year  1000. 

Because  re-establishment  of  the  unity  of  the  Church  in  Rome  was  at 
stake  in  the  claims  of  no  less  than  three  ecclesiastical  dignitaries, 
on  5 November  1414,  the  Council  of  Constance  brought  together  an  un- 
precedented number  of  church  authorities  as  well  as  the  German  Emperor 
Sigismund  and  one  of  the  rival  popes. 

Political  disagreement  predictably  broke  out  almost  at  once  and  the 
French,  English  and  Germans  demanded  abdication  of  all  three  rivals. 

The  claimant  present  promptly  fled  Constance  but  was  arrested  and 
deposed  29  May  1415.  The  Council  than  accepted  the  resignation  of 
the  second  rival  contender  and  condemned  the  third,  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  fortress  at  Pennisicola,  Spain,  where  abandoned  by  all 
his  followers  he  remained  obdurate  until  his  death  in  1422.  The 
schism  finally  came  to  an  end  in  1417  with  the  election  of  a univer- 
sally acceptable  pope,  Martin  V. 

Meanwhile,  in  Prague  a conflict  between  John  Hus  and  the  Archbishop 
led  to  his  being  forbidden  to  teach  and  finally  to  his  excommunication. 
In  1411,  he  was  summoned  before  the  Council  at  Constance  to  expound 
his  doctrines. 

Emperor  Sigismund  granted  him  safe  conduct  and  he  arrived  in  Constance 
3 November  1414,  but  broke  the  "suspension  clause1'  by  which  he  was 
forbidden  to  celebrate  mass  or  preach.  Consequently,  he  was  arrested 
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and  confined  in  the  Dominican  monastery  at  Constance.  The  Council 
then  turned  the  matter  over  to  the  ecclesiastical  court  who  declared 
his  a heretic,  expelled  him  from  the  priesthood  and  turned  him  over 
to  secular  authority  for  execution.  On  6 July  1415,  he  was  burned 
at  the  stake  for  heresy  and  his  ashes  scattered  on  the  River  Rhine. 

A commemorative  stone  known  as  the  "Hussenstein"  now  marks  the  spot 
of  his  death. 


News  of  his  death  created  a great  wave  of  indignation  in  Bohemia  and 
Moravia.  His  disciples  launched  a struggle  for  force  of  arms  against 
Sigismund  under  Count  Jan  Zizka,  in  what  became  known  as  the  Hussite 
Wars  , lasting  until  1436,  when  Sigismund  was  able  to  stop  their  entry 
into  Prague.  The  Hussites  had  lost  their  great  leader  Zizka  to  the 
plague  at  Pribyslav  in  1424,  but  the  rebels  could  not  be  overcome 
until  they  had  split  up  into  religious  sects.  Thus  was  Hus  estab- 
lished as  a reformer,  precursor  of  Protestantism  and  a hero  of  the 
Czech  nation.  Zizka,  as  Bohemian  general  and  Hussite  leader,  also 
became  a Czech  hero  and  has  appeared  on  four  Czech  banknotes. 


Constance,  no  less  than  other  cities  and  towns  in  Germany,  felt  the 
impact  of  hyperinflation  brought  on  by  World  War  I and  in  1918  began 
issuing  paper  notes  called  "Kreigsnotgeld"  or  "emergency  war  money". 
The  first  series  in  50  Pfennig,  5,  10  and  20  Mark  denominations  were 
circulated  widely.  The  50  Pfennig  illustrated  here  is  relatively 


Constance  50  Pfennig  Kreigsnotgeld 
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crudely  printed  in  red  and  green  with  the  embossed  stamp  of  the  city 
on  the  left  and  a black  serial  number  on  the  upper  right  obverse. 

More  than  50  other  notes  followed,  including  a number  of  privae  issues, 
but  the  most  interesting  to  our  history  are  the  so-called  "Hus  notes" 
of  1922.  The  20  Mark  note  illustrates  bread  being  baked  for  the 
Council  of  Constance,  the  50  Mark  shows  a birdseye  view  of  the  city 
as  it  appeared  at  the  time  of  the  Council  in  1414,  and  the  100  Mark 
shows  the  head  of  Hus  in  profile  surrounded  by  a green  wreath  and 
beneath  it  the  following  verse: 


Constance  100  Mark,  Obverse 


Oh  Hus,  model  of  thy  beliefs. 

Would  you  today  have  never  burned 
Because  thru  artfulness  of  despicable  usury 
The  wood  for  burning  would  cost  too  dear! 


Constance  500  Mark,  Obverse 
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A 500  Mark  note  in  the  series  shows  Hus'  condemnation  and  being  led 
to  his  place  of  execution  in  two  pictures  one  above  the  other  taken 
from  contemporary  drawings,  while  a second  500  Mark  illustrated  here 
(previous  page)  shows  Hus  being  burned  at  the  stake.  A 1 Billion 
Mark  note  issued  in  a later  series  during  the  final  wild  days  of  the 
hyperinflation  of  1923  shows  a 17th  century  view  of  the  Dominican 
monastary  where  Hus  was  confined  following  his  arrest. 

The  notes  of  the  city  of  Constance  may  be  found  listed  in  a number 
of  notgeld  catalogs  including:  Das  Notgeld  dev  Stadt  Konstanz , Rigo- 

Katalog  11,  1972;  Das  Papievnotgeld  von  Baden  1914-1924 , by  Hans 
Meyer,  1973;  Das  Notgeld  der  deutsohen  Inflation  1922 3 by  Dr.  Arnold 
Keller,  1954  (1975);  Das  Deutsche  Notgeld-Katalog  Gvossgeldscheine 
1918-1921 y by  Dr.  Arnold  Keller,  1955  (1976);  and  Das  Deutsche  Notgeld- 
Katalog  Kleingeldscheine  1916-1922 , I-III  Teil:  Vevkehrsausgaben , 

by  Dr.  Arnold  Keller,  1954  (1979). 

********************************************************************* 

EXCERPT  FROM  A LETTER  BY  JOHN  B.  TRIBLE,  M.D.  (Continued  from  page  373) 

"Probably  you're  way  ahead  of  me  on  all  these  historical  continuities, 
but  having  a little  light  on  what  seemed  at  first  glance  to  be  an  ir- 
rational kind  of  notation  gives  me  some  satisfaction  akin  to  solving 
a cryptogram. 

"Whether  having  all  this  intelligence  out  in  the  open  is  really  good 
for  the  British  Empire  would  be  hard  to  say.  A combination  of  things 
put  the  Empire  into  something  of  a bind:  socialists  in  government, 

the  exhausting  wars  of  this  century,  upstart  colonials,  the  development 
by  others  of  their  own  irrational  mysteries  and  solidarities  , and  per- 
haps a weakening  in  the  homeland  of  stern  old  rules  of  primogeniture. 
Apparently,  the  latter  rules  used  to  result  in  kicking  out  younger 
sons  without  adequate  sinecures  of  estate  or  military  or  churchly  rank  , 
and  this  protected  the  estates  from  being  reduced  to  numerous  extreme- 
ly small  holdings,  but  reduced  the  youngsters  to  sallying  forth  in 
search  of  a living  somewhere,  not  uncommonly  by  organizing  'the  lesser 
breeds'  in  some  remote  corner  of  the  globe,  which  would  in  the  fullness 
of  time,  somehow  fit  into  the  imperial  mold.  Some  claim  that  this  lat- 
ter phase  of  incorporation  into  empire  was  as  often  by  chance  as  by 
design. 

"But,  to  philosophize  still  more  grandly,  perhaps  one  of  the  reasons 
the  Britishers  in  their  heyday  were  so  formidable  globally  was  the 
impact  of  all  those  clung-to  values  of  the  past  , those  agglutinated 
relics  of  once  obvious  and  commonplace  transactions  whose  more  than 
half-forgotten  origins  invested  them  with  a kind  of  mystery  and  glamour. 
A people  who  could  reckon  in  farthings,  pence,  groats,  shillings  or 
bob,  florins,  half-crowns,  dollars,  crowns,  angels,  sovereigns  or 
pounds-sterling  or  quid,  and  in  guineas,  not  to  mention  symbols  of 
medieval  money  of  account  with  roots  in  Byzantine  and  ancient  Roman 
history!  Such  people  had  to  be  somewhat  baffling  to  their  competitors 
in  less  favored  lands.  But  now  it  would  seem  that  the  decimal  system 
is  reducing  all  to  a common  mold." 


I am,  yours  sincerely, 
/ John  Bowles  Trible  / 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Only  coins  grading  FINE  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION . Members  desiring  to  borrow 
coins  from  the  collection  for  research  purposes , lecture  use,  non- 
competitive displays , or  any  other  reasons , may  do  so  by  paying  post- 
age and  insurance  both  directions.  Coins  which  are  underlined  are 
UNCIRCULATED. ) 

SWEDEN : C160  - 1847;  C181  - 1846;  Y14b  - 1890;  Y15a  - 1883;  Y27  - 

1880;  Y28  - 1899  small  carved  "99";  Y32  - 1907;  Y44  - 1921,  1931, 

1937;  Y45  - 1920,  1930,  1934,  1935,  1938,  1939,  1940  round  "0";  Y46  - 

1919  , 1934,  1935,  1950;  Y47  - 1929,  1934  , 1938;  Y48  - 1938  ; Y50  - 1925, 

1937,  1940;  Y54  - 1918;  Y56  - 1947;  Y64  - 1945G;  Y65  - 1946,  1950; 

Y67  - 1950  ; Y69  - 1947;  Y70  - 1946,  1947  ; Y71  - 1945;  Y72  - 1953  , 1956  , 

1957,  1959  , 1960  , 1962,  1963  , 1964,  1965,  1969;  Y73  - 1953,  1956  , 1957  , 

1959  , 1961TS , 1963,  1969  ; Y74  - 1953,  1956,  1958,  1960  , 1968  , 1969  , 

1970;  Y75  - 1956  , 1958;  Y75  - 1961;  Y76  - 1954,  1956,  1957  , 1958  ; Y78  - 

1962  , 1966  ; Y79  - 1954,  1958;  Y88  - 19  72  , 1973. 

SWITZERLAND:  Y18  - 1908,  1936,  1937,  1941;  Y18a  - 1943,  1944,  1946; 

Y19  - 1850,  1893,  1906,  1932;  Y19a  - 1944;  Y23  - 1885,  1913,  1919; 

Y23a  - 1932  , 1933  , 1934,  1939  ; Y23  - 1947  , 1950  , 1953,  1955,  1957,  1962, 

1963  , 1964  , 1965,  1967  , 1969,  1970;  Y24  - 1927,  1928,  1940  , 1943,  1947  , 

1950,  1951,  1952,  1953,  1954  , 1955,  1957,  1958,  1959,  1961,  1962,  1964  , 

1965  , 1968  , 1969  , 19  70  , 1973;  Y25a  - 1883,  1913,  1919,  1920  , 1929,  1931, 
1933,  1938;  Y25  - 1939,  1944,  1947,  1955,  1960,  1962,  1963,  1965,  1969, 

1970  , 1975  , 19  76  ; Y30  - 1940  , 1946  , 1948  , 1950  , 1952,  1953  , 1956  , 1958. 

1969  , 1962 ; Y30a  - 1968,  1968B , 1969B,  19  70  , 1971,  1975 ; Y31  - 1931 , 

1945  , 1946  , 1952,  1956;  Y31a  - 1968 , 1968B,  1969 , 1973,  1974,  1975; 

Y32  - 1936  , 1939,  1944,  1961  , 1964;  Y32a  - 1968B , 1969  , 1970,  1973, 

1975  ; Y58  - 19  75  ; Y59  - 1976. 

SYRIA:  Y1  - 1921;  Y2  - 1926;  Y3  - 1926,  1933;  Y5  - 1935;  Y6  - 1940; 

Y13  - 1948;  Y14  - 1948;  Y15  - 1947;  Y17  - 1950;  YA19  - 1958;  YB19  - 

1958;  Y23  - 1960;  Y24  - 1962;  Y26  - 1962;  Y30  - 1968. 

TANZANIA:  German  East  Africa  - Y1  - 1890,  1892;  Y7  - 1905J  , 1907J , 

1908J;  Y10  - 1916T ; YlOa  - 1916T. 

Zanzibar  - Y2  - 1304. 

Tanzania  - Y1  - 1966;  Y2  - 1966  ; Y3  - 1966;  Y4  - 1966. 

THAILAND:  C13;  C20;  C47;  C137;  Y18  - 1244;  Y22  - RS115;  Y32  - ND;  Y36  - 

2480;  Y51  - 2482;  Y57  - 2485;  Y60  - 2487;  Y61a  - 2488;  Y63  - 2488;  Y64  - 

2489;  Y54  - 2489  ; Y67  - 2489;  Y69  - 2489  ; Y70  - 2489;  Y71  - 2489  ; Y72  - 

2493;  Y72a  - 2493;  Y73  - 2493;  Y73a  - 2493;  Y77  - 2493;  Y78  - 2500; 

Y78a  - 2500;  Y79  - 2500;  Y79a  - 2500;  Y80  - 2500  ; Y81  - 2500 ; Y82  - 

2500  ; Y83  - 2504  ; Y84  - 2505;  Y85  - ND?  Y87  ~ 2509  ; Y105  - 2518;  Y107  - 
2518. 

TOGO:  Y2  - 1942;  Y3  - 1942;  Y6  - 1956. 

TONGA : Y4  - 1967  ; Y5  - 1967  ; Y6  - 1967;  Y10  - 1967;  Yll  - 1967  ; Y13  - 

1967. 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO:  Y1  - 1966  , 1967  , 1968,  1970;  Y2  - 1966  , 1967;  Y3  - 

1966;  Y4  - 1966;  Y5  - 1966;  Y7  - 1969. 


(To  be  cont inued) 


NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  coin  listings  published 
here  are  supplied  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc., 
Whitman  Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  U.S.A.  No  further  use  of  these 
numbers  in  any  other  publication  is  authorized.) 

BAHAMAS 

* Y56  10  Dollars  1980,  .500  Silver  (38.6mm),  Tenth  Anniversary 

Caribbean  Development  Bank 

BARBADOS 

* Y19  25  Dollars  1980,  .500  Silver  (38.6mm),  Tenth  Anniversary 

Caribbean  Development  Bank 

BELIZE 

* Y29  25  Dollars  1980,  .500  Silver  (38.6mm),  Tenth  Anniversary 

Caribbean  Development  Bank 

* Y30  100  Dollars  1980  , .500  Gold  (26.16mm)  , Great  Barrier  Reef 

* Y31  100  Dollars  1980,  .500  Gold  (26.16mm),  Orchids 


CAYMAN 

(Note : Y30-31 

ISLANDS 

have 

been  renumbered  from  earlier  reports) 

* 

Y40 

25 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, The  Saxon  Kings 

* 

Y41 

25 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Normandy 

* 

Y42 

25 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Plantagenet  - 1 

* 

Y43 

25 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Plantagenet  - 2 

* 

Y44 

25 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Lancaster 

* 

Y45 

25 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  York 

k 

Y46 

25 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Tudor 

k 

Y47 

25 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Stuart/Orange 

k 

Y48 

25 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Hanover 

* 

Y49 

25 

i 

Dollars 

Windsor 

1980, 

.500 

Silver  (42mm) 

, House  of  Saxe-Coburg- 

* 

Y50 

50 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Gold  (27mm) , 

The  Saxon  Kings 

k 

Y51 

50 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Gold  (27mm)  , 

House  of  Normandy 

k 

Y52 

50 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Gold  (27mm) , 

House  of  Plantagenet  - 1 

k 

Y53 

50 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Gold  (27mm)  , 

House  of  Plantagenet  - 2 

k 

Y54 

50 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Gold  (27mm) , 

House  of  Lancaster 

k 

Y55 

50 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Gold  (27mm) , 

House  of  York 

k 

Y56 

50 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Gold  (27mm)  , 

House  of  Tudor 

k 

Y57 

50 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Gold  (27mm)  , 

House  of  Stuart /Orange 

k 

Y58 

50 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Gold  (27mm) , 

House  of  Hanover 

k 

Y59 

50  Dollars 
Windsor 

1980  , 

.500 

Gold  (27mm)  , 

House  of  Saxe-Coburg- 

EAST  CARIBBEAN  TERRITORIES 


k 

Y9 

10 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Silver 

(38 . 6mm) , 

Bahamas 

k 

Y10 

25 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Silver 

(38 . 6mm) , 

Barbados 

k 

Yll 

25 

Dollars 

1980, 

.500 

Silver 

(38 . 6mm)  , 

Eelize 

k 

Y12 

10 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Silver 

(38 . 6mm) , 

Jamaica 

k 

Y13 

25 

Dollars 

1980  , 

.500 

Silver 

(38 . 6mm) , 

Trinidad  and  Tobago 

(Note:  Y9-13  - Tenth  Anniversary  Caribbean  Development  Bank) 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

* YB137  1/2  Sovereign  1980,  .9167  Gold  (19.3mm) 

* YC137  2 Pounds  1980,  .9167  Gold  (28.4mm) 

* YD137  5 Pounds  1980,  .9167  Gold  (39.9mm) 
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HUNGARY 

* Y139 

* Y140 

* Y141 


JAMAICA 

* Y57 

* Y58 

* Y59 


100  Forint  1980  , Nickel  (32mm) , First  Soviet-Hungarian  Space 
Flight 

200  Forint  1980  , .640  Silver  (36mm) , XIII  Winter  Olympics 
500  Forint  1980,  .640  Silver  (46mm),  XIII  Winter  Olympics 
(Note:  Y140-141  renumbered  from  previous  reports) 

10  Dollars  1980,  .500  Silver  (38.6mm)  , Tenth  Anniversary  fl 

Caribbean  Development  Bank 

25  Dollars  1980,  .500  Silver  (63mm)  , Olympic  Gold  Medal  Winners 
250  Dollars  1980,  .900  Gold  (26mm),  Olympic  Gold  Medal  Winners 


NETHERLANDS  ANTILLES 

* Y24  300  Gulden  1980,  .900  Gold  (18  x 18mm,  square  planchet) 

Retirement  of  Queen  Juliana 


PANAMA 

* Y66 

POLAND 

Y106 

* Y107 

* Y108 

* Y108a 

* Y109 


500  Balboas  1980  , .500  Gold  (45mm)  , White  Herons 

20  Zlotych  1980,  Copper-Nickel-Zinc  (29mm),  Ship  "Dar  Pomorza" 
100  Zlotych,  Jan  Kochanowski  , .625  Silver  (32mm) 

200  Zlotych,  Winter  Olympics,  Silver 
200  Zlotych,  As  above,  no  torch  mint  mark 
2 ,000  Zlotych  1980,  Gold  , Winter  Olympics 
(Y107-109  renumbered  from  previous  reports) 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

* Y120  1/10  Krugerrand  1980,  Gold  , Bullion  Coin 

* Y121  1/4  Krugerrand  1980,  Gold,  Bullion  Coin 

* Y122  1/2  Krugerrand  1980  , Gold  , Bullion  Coin 

TONGA 

* Y46  1 Pa'anga  1980,  Cupro-Nickel , Rectangular  (47  x 27mm) 

* Y46a  1 Pa'anga  1980,  .999  Silver 

* Y47  2 Pa'anga  1980,  Cupro-Nickel  (45mm) 

* Y47a  2 Pa'anga  1980  , .999  Silver 

* Y48  10  Pa'anga  1980,  .9167  Gold  (10mm) 

* Y49  20  Pa'anga  1980,  .9167  Gold  (14mm) 

(Y46-49  - Fifth  F.A.O.  Coinage/Rural  Women/Sea  Resources) 


TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO 

* Y25  25  Dollars  1980,  .500  Silver  (38.6mm)  , Tenth  Anniversary 

Caribbean  Development  Bank 


TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS 

* Y47  5 Crowns  1980,  .500  Silver  (33mm)  , Lord  Mountbatten 

* Y48  10  Crowns  1980,  .500  Silver  (38mm),  Lord  Mountbatten 

* Y49  20  Crowns  1980,  .500  Silver  (40mm),  Lord  Mountbatten 

* Y50  100  Crowns  1980,  .500  Gold  (27mm),  Lord  Mountbatten 


********************************************************************** 


NEED  MEMBERSHIP  RECRUITING  MATERIALS? 

NI  is  always  in  need  of  more  members.  The  higher  the  membership,  the 
lower  the  per  member  yearly  cost  of  running  the  organization.  If  you 
need  any  materials  to  aid  you  in  signing  up  a friend  or  colleague, 
do  not  hesitate  to  write  to  NI  at  the  Dallas  address  requesting  member- 
ship application  blanks  and  other  materials  for  this  purpose. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

COIN  1981  YEARBOOK.  388pp,  illus.,  6"  x 7-1/2",  soft  cover.  Avail- 
able from  the  publisher.  Numismatic  Publishing  Company,  Sovereign  House, 
High  Street,  Brentwood,  Essex,  England  CM14  4SE.  £5.55  surface,  £7.55 
airmail. 

Published  annually  for  nearly  a decade,  the  COIN  1981  YEARBOOK  is 
recognized  as  a standard  pricing  guide  for  the  following  series  that 
are  catalogued  and  valued  in  up  to  4 grades  of  preservation  in  its 
152  "Blue  Page  Section":  British  silver  and  copper  1660  to  date; 

British  gold  1817  to  date;  Ireland  1928  to  date;  Guernsey;  Jersey; 

Isle  of  Man;  Lundy;  Commonwealth  Crowns  and  Commonwealth  Proof  Sets. 

Each  series  is  priced  by  a specialist  in  the  particular  series.  The 
British  section  is  illustrated,  other  sections  are  not.  Mintage  fig- 
ures are  given  for  all  sections. 

There  are  a number  of  excellent  feature  articles  including:  "Four 

Centuries  of  Silver  Crowns  (British  Crowns)";  "18th  Century  Counter- 
feits"; "The  Almighty  Dollar  (U.S.  Dollars)";  "Paper  Money  Proofs  and 
Specimens";  "Collecting  British  Orders";  "Nevada  Gambling  Tokens"; 
"Collecting  Cheques";  and  "Roman  Coins". 

There  are  also  articles  of  advice  on:  "Law  and  Numismatics";  "Invest- 

ment in  Numismatics";  "Caring  for  Coins  and  Banknotes";  "Specialists 
Books  Available";  and  an  "Illustrated  Grading  Section". 

A number  of  invaluable  reference  listings  are  also  included:  World 

Mint  Marks,  Counterstamps;  Denominations  of  the  World;  Legends  and 
Mottoes;  Numismatic  Dictionary;  Major  British  Varieties;  U.K.  Coinage 
Specifications,  as  well  as  listings  of  dealers,  auctioneers,  and  coin 
clubs  in  Great  Britain. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


Catalogue  of  the  Coins  of  Dalmatia  and  Albania , 1410-1797 y by  Soterios 
Gardiakos . OBOL  , 1980,  32pp,  #5. 

This  is  a reprint  of  a work  the  author  published  ten  years  previously. 
Basically  it  covers  the  Venetian  (Italian)  coinage  of  the  period  which 
was  struck  especially  for  use  in,  and  recognition  of,  the  Venetian 
ownership  of  the  coast  line  of  what  today  we  call  Albania,  the  Epirus. 
Albania  is  a relatively  "modern"  name. 

There  is  a good  map  of  the  area  and  then  another  showing  the  holdings 
of  Venice  in  the  area  of  what  today  we  call  "Greece".  The  coins  them- 
selves are  illustrated  by  drawings. 

It  is  an  obscure  area  and  period  for  most  coin  collectors  and  of  spec- 
ific interest  to  those  concerned  with  "Greek"  coins  between  the  end 
of  the  Byzantine  period  and  the  establishment  of  an  independent  Greek 
realm  early  in  the  19th  century.  There  is  a brief  bibliography. 
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96)  Obv.  S*M$V-  ALOY  * MOCENI-  DVX  * B'  G t 

Rev.  DALMAT  * ET  • ALB  * * 80  • 

Sample  Illustration  (3/4  Actual  Size ) 

For  a more  detailed  study  of  the  period  leading  up  to  this,  see  D.  M. 
Metcalf's  Coinage  in  South-Eastern  Europe  (1979). 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Catalogue  of  the  Coins  of  South  Africa , 9th  Edition,  by  Alec  Kaplan. 

80pp , illus.  6"  x 8-1/2",  stiff  paper  cover.  Available  for  $8.50  US, 
including  seamail  postage,  from  Dr.  Stan  Kaplan,  Box  132,  Germiston 
1400  , Republic  of  South  Africa. 

The  latest  edition  of  this  standard  reference  became  available  in  mid- 
September  1980. 

The  booklet  catalogues:  the  coinage  of  South  Africa  from  their  first 

gold  coin  issued  in  1974  through  the  1980  issues;  proof  sets;  patterns 
of  South  Africa  as  well  as  those  of  the  South  African  Republic  , Orange 
Free  State,  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Graguatown;  and  the  banknotes  issued 
by  the  South  African  Reserve  Bank  from  1921  to  date. 

All  type  currency  coins  are  illustrated.  Mintage  figures  and  valuations 
in  South  African  rands  in  up  to  4 conditions  (fine  through  uncirculated) 
are  given  for  each  date  coin.  Valuations  for  gold  issues  have  been 
calculated  with  gold  at  $600  US  per  ounce  and  silver  at  15  pounds 
(approximately  $34.00  US)  per  ounce.  Valuations  are  considerably 
higher  in  the  present  edition  due  to  the  large  increase  in  the  price 
of  silver  and  gold  bullion  over  the  past  two  years  and  very  keen  de- 
mand for  specimens  in  extra  fine  and  uncirculated  condition.  A number 
of  valuations  for  silver  coins,  especially  for  those  of  George  V,  are 
on  the  conservative  side  and  well  below  comparable  rarities  in  the 
U.S.  and  Canadian  series.  Some  South  African  coins  of  George  V are 
virtually  unknown  in  uncirculated  condition.  Valuations  and  mintages 
for  proof  sets  are  given  in  a separate  table. 

19th  century  pattern  pieces  of  the  South  African  Republic  , Orange  Free 
State,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Graguatown  are  described  and  valued  in  a 
separate  section;  some  are  illustrated. 

The  various  patterns  struck  between  1963  and  1965  during  the  transit- 
ional stage  from  silver  to  nickel  coinage  are  described,  illustrated 
and  valued  in  a separate  section. 
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A 4 page  section  gives  details  on  official  South  African  medallions 
issued  from  1936-1961. 

The  last  12  pages  of  the  catalogue  describe  the  banknotes  issued  by 
the  South  African  Reserve  Bank  from  1921  to  date.  The  South  African 
Reserve  Bank,  with  its  headquarters  in  Pretoria,  issued  the  first 
banknotes  for  the  Union  of  South  Africa  in  1921.  Private  banks  were 
not  permitted  to  issue  banknotes  after  June  30,  1922.  A valuation 
for  each  type  note  is  given  for  an  uncirculated  specimen.  The  notes 
are  not  illustrated  as  it  is  illegal  in  South  Africa  to  reproduce 
them  photographically. 

Dr.  Kaplan  points  out  that  the  average  life  of  a banknote  in  South 
Africa  is  between  4 and  6 months  and  that  at  present  the  Reserve  Bank 
of  South  Africa  cancels  and  destroys  approximately  5 million  notes 
daily,  replacing  them  with  new  notes.  The  country's  banknotes  are 
printed  in  Pretoria  by  the  South  African  Banknote  Company.  Present 
denominations  include  2,  5,  10  and  20  rand  banknotes. 

Dr.  Kaplan's  catalogue  has  been  well  recognized  throughout  the  world 
for  the  past  two  decades  as  the  standard  for  the  evaluation  for  South 
Africa's  coinage  and  more  recently  its  banknotes  and  patterns. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


British  Columbia  Nunrisrratioaj  Part  I3  Trade  Tokens , compiled  by  Leslie 
C.  Hill.  Ulus.  , 400pp,  5-1/2"  x 8",  thick  paper  cover.  Available 
for  $18.50  Canadian  or  $16.00  US  postpaid  from  Leslie  C.  Hill,  Box 
80129,  South  Burnaby,  B.C.,  Canada  V5H  3X5. 

This  new  reference  was  released  in  mid-September  1980.  Some  2100 
different  trade  tokens  of  British  Columbia,  including  trade  dollars, 
are  catalogued  alphabetically  according  to  issuer  and  under  the  munici 
pality  in  where  issued,  the  municipalities  being  listed  alphabetically 

The  following  data  is  presented  for  each  token:  catalogue  number, 

material  of  which  the  token  is  made,  color,  shape,  size  in  mm,  rarity 
on  a scale  of  1 to  10  and  date.  Most  tokens  are  not  dated,  so  where 
known,  dates  are  shown  after  the  issuer's  name  to  show  when  he  was 
in  business  , and  after  the  token  description  to  show  when  the  token 
was  used.  Valuations  in  dollars  are  not  given;  the  rarity  scale  aids 
in  their  estimation.  Where  known,  a few  sentences  of  background  data 
are  given  for  each  issuer.  A sentence  or  two  is  included  under  most 
municipalities  giving  their  location  and  a bit  about  their  history 
and  industry. 

A seven  page  alphabetical  listing  of  B.C.  mavericks  given  at  the  end 
of  the  volume  is  a useful  aid  to  the  collector  in  attributing  them. 

The  book  is  well  laid  out  and  easy  to  follow.  The  illustrations  are 
clear. 

The  first  listing  of  the  tokens  of  British  Columbia  was  made  by  Leslie 
Hill  in  a paper  published  in  the  July  1958  issue  of  the  CNA  Journal 
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listing  200  tokens.  Subsequent  listings  were  made  by  Leslie  with  the 
aid  of  other  numismatists  and  their  collections  over  the  next  two 
decades.  This  volume  is  a compilation  of  all  previous  listings  on 
B.C.  tokens,  and  has  a place  in  coin  club  libraries  throughout  Canada 
and  to  some  extent  in  the  United  States. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


Numismatique  Grecque  Falsifications  (Greek  Counterfeit  Coins).  Moyens 
pur  les  Reconnoitre.  0.  E.  Ravel.  96pp  text,  synoptic  table,  index, 
10  pis.  OBOL  Ltd.  , Chicago.  This  is  an  updated  printing  of  the  1933 
edition  which  appeared  in  the  French  journal  Revue  Numismatique  and 
of  the  London  edition  of  1946.  Hard  covers,  $20.  French  text. 

Primarily  a book  for  scholars  and  dealers  and  libraries  , as  the  text 
would  be  too  difficult  to  read  without  a knowledge  of  French. 

Discussed  in  detail  (for  purposes  of  identification)  are  such  matters 
as  details  of  classical  strikings  patinas  true  and  false,  metal  cry- 
stallization, the  difference  between  cast  and  struck  coinage,  and  so 
on. 


OBOL  has  rendered  a good  service  to  numismatics  by  reprinting  this 
work.  More  than  ever  there  are  so  many  forgeries  on  the  market  that 
no  museum  or  collector  can  have  too  much  information  at  his  disposal. 


Sample  illustration  (3/4  actual  size) 

Tetradrachm  of  Catania 3 reverse.  A forgery  by  L.  (so  designated) 
illustrated  in  the  text.  The  obverse  bears  the  legend  KATANA  I J2N 
above  the  wreathed  head  of  the  goddess. 

Because  of  their  beauty,  Greek  coins  have  always  been  much  sought 
after  since  Renaissance  times.  They  are  amongst  the  most  expensive 
in  the  world  and,  inevitably,  the  most  commonly  forged.  Some  years 
ago  I purchased  from  a famous  London  dealer  some  superb  forgeries  of 
some  coins  of  Sicily,  Sicily  being  the  source  of  what  is  usually  con- 
sidered the  most  beautiful  coin  of  antiquity.  Before  marking  them 
(they  were  sold  to  me  for  exhibition  purposes  on  condition  they  never 
left  the  museum)  I showed  them  to  several  expert  collectors  of  clas- 
sical coins  and  without  exception,  each  was  deceived. 

When  this  book  was  first  written  some  of  the  modern  scientific  methods 
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of  today  did  not  exist.  A work  of  this  nature  is  still  of  great 
value  to  any  museum  or  dealer  and  since  it  has  been  long  out  of  print 
it  is  good  there  is  a new  supply. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


The  Pre-Imperial  Coinage  of  Roman  Antioch.  E.  T.  Newall.  1980. 
$5.00.  An  OBOL  reprint  of  the  London  1919  publication.  45pp  text, 
paper  covers , two  plates  (numbered  VI  & VII  because  the  original 
article,  I believe,  was  an  ANS  publication). 

The  text  includes  a brief  historical  background  and  a detailed  de- 
scription of  the  various  coin  types,  together  with  useful  accounts 
of  the  legends  and  exergue  markings. 

Newall 's  conclusion  was  that  Antioch  continued  to  strike  tetra- 
drachms  of  PHILIPPUS  PHILADELPHUS  (Syrian  ruler)  for  commercial  use, 
much  as  Maria  Theresa  thalers  continued  to  be  minted  long  after  her 
death  to  be  used  for  trading  purpose,  as  a recognized  standard  of 
silver  and  weight. 

As  one  of  the  great  cities  of  the  classical  world,  a major  center  of 
commerce,  the  Antioch  mint  was  both  important  and  active  throughout 
its  entire  history.  This  means  that  its  coinage  is  more  frequently 
encountered  than  that  of  many  other  classical  mints.  This  was  a 
very  important  period  of  its  history  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  his- 
torian as  much  as  the  collector  or  dealer  in  classical  coins.  The 
details  of  period  and  identification  make  interest  reading. 

Libraries  , museums  , dealers  will  be  glad  to  have  this  reprint  once 
again  available  at  a time  when  coin  collecting  is  not  only  popular  , 
but  when  road  building,  metal  detectors  and  so  on  are  turning  up  so 
many  thousands  of  coins  compared  with  the  pre-World  War  I period  , 
sometimes  considered  the  golden  age  of  collecting  and  study. 

A readable  and  most  useful  reference. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Mallos , Megarsos 3 Antioch  dur  Pyramos.  M.  F.  Imhoof-Blumer . An 
OBOL  reprint  of  the  1883  Paris  edition.  French  text.  39pp,  4 pis. 
(numbered  V & VI,  double  page).  Paper  covers.  $5.00. 

This  is  a book  for  the  specialist  in  Greek  coinage  and  that  of  Asia 
Minor  (Cilicia) . 

The  author  begins  by  giving  a list  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  texts  which 
refer  to  Mallos  and  Megarsos.  It  is  carefully  documented. 

The  coin  descriptions  are  detailed  but  would  probably  be  helpful  to 
have  a French-English  vocabulary  of  French  numismatic  terms  (see  NI 
Bulletin  and  A.  R.  Frey's  Dictionary  of  Numismatic  Names). 
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The  collector  of  Greek  coins,  and  the  dealer,  should  find  this  little 
book  both  interesting  and  useful.  It  should  also  be  a reference  book 
in  any  library  of  size. 

Blumer  begins  this  study  with  the  history  and  geography  of  these  cities 
His  contention  being  that  up  until  the  reign  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
in  the  history  of  Cilicia,  Mallos  occupied  a far  more  important 
position  than  did  Megarsos.  He  also  believes  that  Mallos  should  be 
identified  with  the  later  city  of  Antiochos  of  Pvramos.  It  was  a 
part  of  the  Syrian  empire  carved  out  of  the  conquests  of  Alexander 
by  one  of  his  generals,  Seleuceus.  The  coins  concerned  show  clearly 
the  period  of  Persian  domination,  though  in  the  Greek  style. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Standard  Catalogue  — Coins  of  Malaysia , Singapore , Brunei  1786-1980 3 
(1st  edition).  C.  C.  Low  and  Saran  Singh.  lOOpp,  illus.  , glossy 
6"  x 8-1/2"  paper,  stiff  red  colored  paper  cover.  $11.00  US  airmail 
postpaid  and  $9.00  U.S.  seamail  postpaid  from  the  publisher:  World 

Monetarium,  G.P.O.  Box  711,  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia  01-02. 

This  new  reference  was  released  on  October  7,  1980.  The  booklet  cata- 
logues the  coinages  of  Penang,  Straits  Settlements  , Cocos  Keeling 
Islands,  Sarawak,  British  North  Borneo,  British  Trade  Dollars,  Malaya, 
Malaya  and  British  Borneo,  Malaysia,  Singapore  and  Brunei.  Tokens 
are  not  catalogued.  Proof  sets  and  singles  are  catalogued.  Die 
varieties  are  listed.  The  text  is  in  English. 

A clear  photograph  of  both  sides  of  each  type  coin  is  given  as  well 
as  the  type  of  edge,  weight,  diameter  and  metallic  composition. 

Mintage  figures  and  valuations  in  up  to  5 conditions  (fine  through 
proof)  are  given  for  each  coin.  A short  history  of  the  coinage  and 
the  mint  or  mints  that  struck  it  is  given  for  each  country.  An  il- 
lustrated 4 page  grading  section  and  a table  for  the  coins  issued  by 
each  country  with  a letter  indicating  the  mint  that  struck  each  coin 
are  given  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

The  9 page  section  on  the  coinage  of  Penang  (1786-1828)  should  be  of 
great  use  to  numismatists  as  the  clear  photos  of  each  type  coin  are 
of  great  aid  in  identifying  the  coin.  Penang, also  known  as  Pulau 
Pinang  or  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  was  ceded  by  the  Sultan  of  Kedah  on 
August  11  , 1786  to  the  East  India  Company  and  it  thus  became  the  first 
British  settlement  in  the  Malaysia  peninsula. 

Both  authors  of  this  catalogue  have  been  active  numismatists  for  over 
two  decades.  Saran  Singh  is  secretary  of  the  Malaysia  Numismatic 
Society  and  his  country's  leading  researcher  on  Malaysia-area  coinage 
with  several  books  already  to  his  credit. 

This  catalogue  is  well  laid  out,  spacious  and  an  excellent  guide  for 
all  interested  in  the  coinage  of  the  Malaysia  area.  Valuations, 
given  in  Malaysian  ringgit,  are  realistic. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 
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ISLENZKAR  MYNTIR , by  Finnur  Kolbeinsson.  60pp , illus.  , 5"  x 8:'  glossy 
paper,  stiff  paper  cover.  Available  from  the  author  at  P.  0.  Box  123, 
Reykjavik,  Iceland,  $7.00  US  to  North  America,  $6.00  U.S.  to  Europe. 

The  1981  edition  of  this  standard  reference  was  released  in  mid-October. 
Written  entirely  in  Icelandic  with  valuations  in  that  country's  cur- 
rency, this  booklet  is  the  recognized  standard  catalogue  for  the  valu- 
ation of  the  coins,  tokens,  medals  and  banknotes  of  Iceland,  the  cata- 
log having  been  issued  yearly  since  1969. 

The  country's  coinage,  first  issued  in  1922,  is  catalogued  by  date 
and  mintmark  in  4 conditions  from  fine  through  uncirculated.  A clear 
photograph  of  both  sides  of  each  type  coin  is  given  as  well  as  the 
metal,  weight,  size  in  mm,  and  the  mint  that  struck  the  coin.  Die 
varieties  are  catalogued  and  some  are  illustrated  either  by  sketches 
or  enlarged  photographs.  A number  of  the  coins  issued  between  1922 
and  1940  are  virtually  unknown  in  uncirculated  condition.  Valuations 
for  most  coins  have  been  increased  for  nearly  all  grades  but  most 
markedly  in  the  EF  and  UNC  conditions. 

Eight  pages  are  devoted  to  the  country's  tokens,  the  first  of  which 
was  issued  in  1846.  The  size  in  mm,  the  metal  and  a photograph  of 
both  sides  are  given  for  each  token  as  well  as  a single  valuation. 

Three  pages  are  devoted  to  medallions  with  mintage,  size,  valuation 
and  other  details  given  for  each  medallion. 

The  last  half  of  the  catalogue  is  devoted  to  Iceland's  banknotes, 
commencing  with  their  first  banknote  issued  in  1777.  A photograph 
of  the  obverse  side  of  each  type  banknote  is  given  as  well  as  the 
size  in  cm,  the  color,  signatures,  and  valuations  in  two  conditions. 

Most  of  the  valuations  show  increases  in  the  1981  edition.  The  first 
date  of  issue  is  given  for  each  series  as  well  as  the  date  the  series 
was  no  longer  valid  as  currency. 

A 4 page  illustrated  section  of  trade  notes  issued  by  stores  , private 
persons  or  firms  is  included  without  valuations. 

Mr.  Kolbeinsson  can  supply  collectors  with  circulated  specimens  of 
many  Iceland  coins  , as  well  as  recent  uncirculated  sets.  A set  of 
the  current  banknotes  of  100  , 500  , 1000  and  5000  kronur  is  available 
at  $25.00  U.S.  airmail  postpaid. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 

******************************************************************** 
EARNEST  MONEY 


Money  paid  as  earnest  (i.e.  , something  of  value  given  by  a buyer  to 
a seller  to  bind  the  bargain).  Anciently,  an  earnest  was  a distinct 
payment  for  the  seller's  forbearance  to  sell  or  deliver  the  thing  to 
anyone  else  than  the  giver  of  the  earnest,  whom  it  left  free  to  with- 
draw by  forfeiting  the  payment,  while  the  seller  was  free  to  default 
upon  repaying  a sum  double  the  amount,  or  by  some  laws  more. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Frederick  R.  Wolfe,  Inco  Coin  Club,  P.  0.  Box  1958,  Huntington,  W.  Va . 
25720 : Interested  in  purchasing  Canada  1974  Winnipeg  Pure  Nickel 

Dollar  (with  a raised  oblong)  - variety  coin.  Please  write  or  call 
collect,  phone  (304)  696-6226. 

GREATER  HOUSTON  COIN  CLUB's  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  MONEY  SHOW  will  be 
held  at  the  Adam's  Mark  Hotel,  January  23-25,  1981.  This  is  not  a 
complete  foreign  show,  but  there  will  be  foreign  dealers  to  help  you 
with  what  they  bring  with  them.  For  more  information  please  write  the 
General  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  2963,  Houston,  Texas  77001. 

Enrico  Tessaro,  Via  Archelao  di  Mileto,30,  00124  Roma  Casalpalocco , 
Italia : Please  help  me  in  adding  world  coins  to  my  collection  and 

in  trade  I have  world  coins,  Vatican  City  coins,  Italian  phone  tokens, 
counterfeits  of  Italian  silver  crown  size  and  minors. 

Brian  Altman,  1400  Old  York  Road,  Abington,  PA.  19001:  1848  French 

Revolutionary  Medals  WANTED.  Also  Thomas  Church  Canadian  tokens. 

Dr.  Ch.-E.  von  Kleist , D-4401  Havixbeck,  Fasanenring  54,  West  Germany: 
WANTED  — Journal  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of  India 3 Volumes  XI  parts 
1 & 2,  XII  parts  1 & 2,  XIII  parts  1 & 2,  XV  parts  1 &2,  XVI  parts 
1 & 2,  XVII  parts  1 & 2 , XX  part  1 and  XXI  part  1. 

Stanley  J.  Klemanowicz,  I.  M.  Pei  & Partners,  1950  One  Dallas  Centre, 
Dallas  , TX  75201:  Am  doing  research  on  Japanese  medals.  Anyone  with 

medals  or  photographs  of  medals  kindly  forward  me  information.  Also, 
will  buy  Japanese  coins  and  medals. 

Mrs.  Peggy  Battista,  3223  Belmont  PI.  SW,  Canton,  Ohio  44710:  Buying 

or  trading  for  Chinese  holed  cast  cash.  Have  Japanese,  Annamese, 
Korean,  mostly  cast  types,  some  amulets  and  silver;  also  world  crowns 
and  minors. 

K.  W.  Wiggins,  33  Fermor  Way,  C rowbo rough , East  Susses,  TN6  3BE , 

England : I have  some  coins  of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies,  Nepal  and 

India  (Mughal  & Indian  Native  States)  to  dispose  of  - preferably  by 
exchange . 

********************************************************************** 


EDITOR'S  CORNER 

As  you  undoubted  noticed  this  month,  we  have  reprinted  a couple  of 
short  items  from  the  1968  issues  of  the  NI  BULLETIN.  The  reason:  we 

are  about  out  of  short  filler  items  again.  We  urgently  need  short 
items  of  1/4,  1/3,  1/2,  2/3  and  3/4  page  size  to  use  as  fillers.  We 
have  a good  supply  of  fillers  such  as  the  one  on  page  387  , but  need 
the  longer  ones.  Also,  the  supply  of  feature  length  articles  is  be 
ginning  to  dwindle,  so  all  you  budding  authors  out  there  who  have 
promised  to  help  out  in  this  respect,  it  is  time  to  get  to  work.  We 
like  to  keep  about  a 6-8  month  supply  on  hand  but  at  the  present  time 
we  are  probably  down  to  about  3 months.  Can  you  help  out? 
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